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Summary: As a fellow fan of Ninjago: Masters of Spinjistu, I have been saddened at the sight of so may badly-written stories on this archive. Thus I have created this guide, in order to teach you how to write Ninjago fanfiction well, what to do and not to do. Prepare yourselves! Class is about to begin...





	1. Class Begins

_The brown-haired Ninja-turned-fanfiction-writer sits before her audience. The candles burn brightly, driving away the shadows from the storm outside. Slowly the Ninja draws back her hood and smiles. It is time for class to begin._

Greetings, fellow fans of the awesome LEGO series that is _Ninjago: Masters of Spinjistu_! First off, if you are reading this, then I congratulate you. You must want to know how to write _Ninjago _fanfiction that is well-written and respectable. Or you might just want to know a few writing tips, or you might want to know why I would post such a story on here. Well, fear not! This guide will do all three and possibly more! If you have any questions, feel free to put them in a review or to PM me.

Now, we all love _Ninjago_, right? We want to see good stories written for the fandom, make our own little contributions that show the world how much we treasure this show and its characters and storylines. We all have this desire burning deep within us. Why else would we write for this fandom, if not for all of that and for the fun of it as well?

This is how fanfiction writers feel about every fandom they write for. Unfortunately, that does not mean that every story is good. There are plenty of stories I've seen across various fandoms that are written badly. And to be quite honest, the _Ninjago _archive as a whole with its stories has left me feeling very…concerned.

Don't panic though! Remember, this guide will help you to not fall into this trap! On we go!

Most of this guide will be talking about Mary-Sues. What are they? Well, to put it into _Ninjago _context, a Mary-Sue has some if not all of the following clichés:

· Joins the Ninja as a team member

· Has an Element that one of the Six Ninja already have/controls more than one Element/has an uncanonical Element

· Usually comes from this world and ends up in the world of the show

· Is related to/falls in love with one of the main Ninja

· Is related to Sensei Wu or Sensei Garmadon

These are the most common ones I've seen. As you can see, a Mary-Sue is basically, to put her in a word, perfect. She always gets her pick of one of the male Ninjas, controls Elements with amazing accuracy, etcetera, etcetera. Now, I'm not saying that _all_ these clichés are horrible and should never be in your story. Some of them definitely should _never _be in your story, but I'll get to that later.

But the important thing to remember is that these are _clichés_: things that pop up so much in these _Ninjago _fanfics that they are by now very overused and boring most of the time if not handled properly. Unfortunately, most people just dump them in their fanfics for various reasons, and use them so often, to the point where every third story is about a new Ninja girl joining the team. Every other story has an OC winning the heart of one of the men. And so on and so on.

I skimmed the archive when I came here for the first time, and was saddened to find that practically _every third story_ had a Mary-Sue in it.

This is not what good writing is supposed to be like, people. This should not be happening, not to an archive housing stories that are written by fans of one of the best LEGO TV shows ever. But sadly, this is the case.

Thus, this guide was created. I'm going to do my best to show you guys what good writing for this fandom is supposed to look like.

Now, I know there will be some who will object and protest certain things. So let me answer as many of those objections as I can right now. If you have any others to add in possible flame reviews, please do so. No, really. I'd like to know what else you'd be upset about.

* * *

><p><strong>"<strong>**You haven't written any other fanfics for the ****_Ninjago _****archive; you've only read them! Why should I listen to you?"**

Number One: Thank you very much for visiting my profile! I hope you will like the other stories I have posted. Number Two: Yes, you're correct that this is my first fanfic for this archive and for the fandom in general, but that doesn't mean I don't know how to write _Ninjago _fanfiction – or rather, how to write it _well_. This guide will be an effort to educate myself as well as you in how to write fanfiction _well_ first and foremost. If you decide to read this, then good for you! If not, then…no comment.

Also, while I may not be a writer for this archive, I am a reader, and I know what works for readers. We all have this innate sense of what works and what does not work to make a great story. Do not question my qualification as a reader.

**"****My story had all of the clichés you listed, and it's still great!"**

Most writers claim that, when it's clear that their writing has grammar, punctuation, and spelling mistakes all over it, as well as the rules and common knowledge of the _Ninjago _universe – I'll call it "Ninjaverse" – thrown completely out the window. Every good writer knows that their story is good when they have put their whole selves into it, when they care enough about the Ninjaverse to respect the rules, when they make sure there are as few mistakes as possible. If you honeslty care about that kind of thing, great! If you say you care and then your writing is obviously rushed and has a Sue in it…then your claim is doubtful.

* * *

><p>Anyway! In the next chapter, we'll be focusing on the clichés and Mary-Sues. See you until then!<p> 


	2. Joining Ain't Easy!

_The storm outside has not yet abated. But the students still pay attention as the Ninja continues. It is time for Lesson One._

Hello, everyone! If you're still reading this, thank you very much. I'm honestly surprised by the amount of support I've gained for this guide is such a short amout of time. Thanks everyone! *Hands out cookies* If you'd, ahem, maybe follow this story, then you'd know when I update much sooner!

(Also, one reviewer stated that this is a non-story, but I remember someone telling me that as long as there are three lines of what is considered story in here, then it counts as a story. That's what the italicized bit is for. So I'm _pretty_ sure this counts as a story.)

At the end of the last chapter I said that we were going to be talking about the clichés. I'll list them again for convenience's sake. A Mary-Sue typically:

· Joins the Ninja as a team member

· Has an Element that one of the Six Ninja already have/controls more than one Element/has an uncanonical Element

· Usually comes from this world and ends up in the world of the show

· Is related to/falls in love with one of the main Ninja

· Is related to Sensei Wu or Sensei Garmadon

Now, my first reviewer asked a good question: **If my character joins the ninja does it automatically make her a Mary Sue?**

The answer is, in short, no. But it's a bit more complicated than that. Now, as one reviewer just said, these traits do not automatically mean your character is a Sue. I'm sorry that I presented the list as proof of such in the last chapter. That wasn't what I meant. What I meant was that these traits are often handled badly to the point of making Sues, so do please handle these traits with caution.

First, ask yourself this in all seriousness: _Why _is my character joining the team? You could say, "It's obvious! So that she can join the Main Ninja on their adventures and be awesome!" But I bet that an underlying reason is, "It's the only place she could go to be with other people like her." First off, you don't have to join the Main Ninja to be awesome. There are other people in the show that are awesome in their own special ways without being Ninjas. (Personally, I've always liked the Tea Shop Lady Mystake – she has _a tea that can transport people __**to other dimensions**_, guys! How awesome is _that_?!)

Also, while joining the Ninja on their adventures sounds awesome, there's one thing about those epic adventures that most fans forget: It's. Hard. To. Be. A. Ninja.

The Ninja have to battle skeletons, ghosts, other Ninja, the Overlord, etcetera, and it's not a piece of cake. Death is a possibility: Morro died, Garmadon died (RIP Garmadon), Sensei Wu _almost_ died a few times, and so on. There are consequences: Cole got turned into a ghost. Zane no longer looks like a normal LEGO human. The Ninja had their powers drained from them in Season Four. And consider this: If Lloyd had not become a Ninja, then he would not have fulfilled the prophecy, and thus would most likely have never become an enemy of his father. Cole was afraid of his father disapproving his decision to become a Ninja instead of a dancer, thus he kept it secret.

There are enemies all over that are not going to give up without a good fight and clever plans. Being a Ninja is not a cakewalk. You can't just up and join a club or group in real life without considering how your priorities and schedule and life will change as a result. And in _Ninjago, _it's the same deal. You have to consider the level of sacrifice and hard work that will happen as a result of your character joining the team.

Training deserves a little note here. Most fics I see have the OC training for one or two very short chapters, then bam. That's it. They're done. But that's not how it works. The Ninja in the show are always training whenever they have free time – Sensei Wu is adamant on that. They had to train to use Airjitsu, how to figure out new ways of defeating the Snake Tribes, etcetera. Training is difficult and time-consuming, and if you want to be good at what you do, you don't ever stop training and practicing, no matter how good you (think you) are.

And to be honest, you don't have to have your character join the Main Ninja to fit in. Consider the other Ninja from Season Four. There were many of them who had gotten through their lives quite well, it appeared. And they didn't team up with the main characters for quite a while until Chen's plan was revealed. I mean, sure, _alone_ your Ninja might be an oddball if she discovered her powers by herself somehow, but that doesn't mean she should go directly to the Main Ninja to fit in. What if she found one of the other Masters from Season Four? What might happen then?

(To clarify, I have not watched the latest season of the show yet, and I know that at the end of "Possession" Lloyd decided to train others, so I could be a bit wrong. But still, you see what I mean? Also please don't tell me any spoilers!)

Also, here's another important question: Why are the Ninja _letting her join the team_? The obvious answer is again because she's an Element Master, but again, there's the other Ninja from Season Four she could find and train with. And here's the thing: I'm pretty sure that the Ninja would not be happy with another Ninja joining their team, especially if it's out of the blue. Consider how Cole, Zane, and Jay reacted when Wu told them Kai was joining (even though I believe there was no good reason for Wu to keep that information from them). They weren't happy about it at first. As Cole stated, "The three of us have trained together." In other words, "We're best friends, Sensei. We know how each other works, how to operate efficiently as a team. And now you suddenly present us with a stranger?"

For an even better example, consider the very beginning of Season Four, when Lloyd had finally gotten the remaining Three together, and he suggests adding a Ninja to the team to fill in Zane's empty spot. Their immediate reactions? "WHAT? No way! Are you crazy!?"

Now, before Nya joined the team, fans _would_ have the men react with disbelief whenever Sensei Wu told them that a girl was joining the team. Unfortunately, this would always lead to the boys being sexist and saying, "WHAAAT? A GIRL NINJA?! NO WAY!" which, in my opinion, is not how the men would react at all. The show has proven that it can have strong female characters, and if the men had that attitude towards a woman joining them in the show, then I can promise you they wouldn't be as nice to Nya if they believed a woman isn't that capable.

And then comes the argument: "Nya joined the team without protest! Why can't mine?" True, she did, but she was able to because Sensei Wu believed she inherited the ability to Master water from her mother, which was correct. Also, Nya had been a part of the team for a long time, helping out in her own awesome ways. She was best friends with all of the team long before she became a Ninja, so joining the team was much easier than if she had just been a total stranger brought in for training like Kai.

Another reviewer asked, **What if the ninja invite her to join the team?**

Good question, very good! If going with this route, ask yourself why they are inviting her. As canon has established, having a stranger join them is not something they'd rather do. You'd have to come up with a good reason why they want her to join. "Because the Ninja are unbalanced" is kind of an insulting answer. They are pretty well-balanced and can work well with each other. Honestly, even though this could happen, it's not very likely.

Also, ask yourself: is there a reason plotwise for her to become a Ninja? Most fics I've seen have the OC Ninja dumped into the story just because, and I don't see a reason. There must be a reason, otherwise her existence doesn't really have a purpose. If you wanted to become an ice-skater, but had no motive or reason behind why you want to become one, then… You see what I mean?

So if a Ninja OC joins the team: Consider how well the Ninja would receive the news; consider exactly why she wants to join, consider how much dedication the OC will have to give, consider the hardship of being a Ninja, and consider if there is an actual, logical reason for her to become one.

Well, that's the first cliché! See you soon for the next one!


End file.
